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Australia's glacial history awaits
you at Hallett Cove.

Recognised as one of the best places to see glacial
pavements in Australia, Hallett Cove Conservation Park is
a feast for geology buffs. The park, 22km south of Adelaide,
has a little of everything with walking trails and boardwalks
taking you from native bush into eerie glacial landscapes and
along rugged clifftops.

The park was named after John Hallett, who together with
Daniel Cox were the first Europeans to discover the area in 1837
whilst searching for a missing horse. The 51-hectare park has
several entrances; two have carparks, and one of these has toilets
and a cafe. Information points are dotted throughout the park,
explaining the fascinating landscape, flora and fauna.

Entrance three at Heron Way to the south of the park takes
you straight into a lunar landscape, where pale yellow and white
deposits contrast starkly with sandstone reds, dark cliffs, scattered
vegetation and the azure sea beyond. It's like walking onto the set
of a sci-fi film, with the Sugarloaf formation protruding rudely in
the centre.

Walking along the coastal boardwalk will take you to the Black
Cliff where forbidding dark folds in the rock can be seen clearly.
These pre-Cambrian rocks are a record of the park's 600 million
year old beginnings. At that time, they were submerged under a
sea that covered a vast area of South Australia. A mere one million
years later, the region was squeezed by massive earth movements,
which folded and lifted the rocks, with subsequent erosion
revealing what we see today.

Further along the cliff-top boardwalk, fossilised shells and
imprints of marine creatures can be seen in some of the lighter-
coloured deposits.

The native vegetation in the park is home to rather more modern
wildlife. According to the park notes, 50 species of birds have
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